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CONCEPTConcept

WHAT IS THE EUROPEAN NETWORK OF EXCELLENCE?
The European Network of Excellence is an initiative for production companies in Europe, designed to 
foster collaboration, innovation, and knowledge sharing across borders in the field of automation and 
production. 

The network unites production companies, fostering a collaborative forum where they can share 
knowledge, exchange experiences, and collectively advance manufacturing and industrial automation.

WHY JOIN THE EUROPEAN NETWORK OF EXCELLENCE?
The network is built on structured knowledge sharing and strong partnerships, enabling members to 
learn together and from each other.

•	 Collaborative learning and knowledge exchange across industries and borders
•	 Formalized cooperation between partners and their networks
•	 An annual networking trip designed as a platform for shared learning and collaboration
•	 Active participation in networking trips, where companies take on roles as both travelers and hosts

THE FIRST NETWORKING TRIP TO THE NETHERLANDS
 

The first networking trip will take Danish production companies to the Netherlands, specifically to 
Brainport Industries, where they will have the opportunity to connect with like-minded companies and 
expand network connections. 
 
WHY JOIN THE TRIP? 
•	 Gain insights into how manufacturing operates in the Netherlands and different production cultures
•	 Build stronger connections with other production companies from Brainport Industries and DIRA
•	 Participate in workshops and networking activities designed to facilitate knowledge sharing
•	 Discover new technologies and methods while experiencing Dutch culture firsthand

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Dates: January 13–15, 2026
Destination: The Netherlands, Eindhoven 
Price: 12,000 DKK* (Includes hotel accommodation incl. meals, transportation - excludes transportation 
to and from the Netherlands)
Hotel: NH Collection Eindhoven Centre, Vestdijk 5, Eindhoven, 5611 CA, Netherlands - 4-star hotel
 
*The price grants participation in the networking groups of DIRA for the rest of the year.

Suggested Flight Options (All KLM flights) Date Departure Time Arrival Time

Copenhagen (CPH) til Amsterdam (AMS) 13 Jan. 06.00 07.30 

Billund (BLL) til Amsterdam (AMS) 13 Jan. 06.00 07.15

Amsterdam (AMS) til Copenhagen (CPH)	 15 Jan. 16.55 18.20 

Amsterdam (AMS) til Billund (BLL) 15 Jan. 16.45 17.50
If traveling earlier or on a different flight, please arrive in by 08:00 at Schiphol Airport by 8:00 AM for group transfer.
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https://www.nh-collection.com/en/hotel/nh-collection-eindhoven-centre


PROGRAMProgram
TUESDAY, 13 JANUARY

7.15 - 7.30	 Arrival at Amsterdam Airport Schiphol

Morning	 Company visit at AAE
		  AAE, based in Helmond, Netherlands, is a high-tech machine manufacturer since 		
		  1976, specializing in Production Automation and Advanced Systems for industries 		
		  like medical, automotive, semicon, and more. 

Evening 	 Social dinner

WEDNESDAY, 14 JANUARY

Morning	 Visit to Brainport Industries Campus (BIC)
		  Welcome session: Introduction to Brainport Industries, guided tour, and lunch.
		  Located in the heart of the Brainport region in Eindhoven, the Brainport Industries 		
		  Campus (BIC) is a unique ecosystem where high-tech manufacturing companies, 		
		  educational institutions, and innovation hubs come together under one roof			 
		  Designed as the Factory of the Future, BIC offers a dynamic environment 			 
		  for co-creation, innovation, and smart industrial collaboration.

Afternoon 	 Workshop with end-user members of Brainport Industries (Management level)
		  Purpose is to exchange ideas, inspire one another, and share knowledge. 			 
		  Possible discussion topics:
			   • The use of AI in manufacturing
			   • Automated quality control
			   • Supply chain management

Afternoon	 Company visit at KMWE (TBC)

Evening	 Social dinner

THURSDAY, 15 JANUARY

Morning 	 Company visit at Omron
		  Omron operates a state-of-the-art production facility in Den Bosch. Explore how Omron 	
		  leverages cutting-edge robotics, vision systems, AI, and safety technologies to enhance	
		   manufacturing efficiency and ensure high-quality production. Tim Forman, Head of R&D, 	
		  will deliver a presentation on these innovations and their production processes.

11.30		  Wrap-up lunch

12.30		  Transport from Eindhoven to Amsterdam Airport Schiphol

16:45		  Departure from Amsterdam Airport Schiphol

The program is subject to change
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AboutAbout Brainport Industries

Brainport Industries is a dynamic network of tier-one, tier-two, and tier-three high-tech suppliers 
specializing in high-mix, low-volume, high complexity manufacturing. 

Its members lead the way in precision engineering, mechatronics, automation, and digital 
manufacturing, driving innovation and reinforcing the high-tech supply chain. 
 
Through collaboration, Brainport Industries cultivates a future-ready manufacturing ecosystem, 
advancing industry excellence in the Netherlands and beyond.

During the trip, you will engage with key representatives from end-user members of Brainport 
Industries — leading high-tech suppliers specializing in high-mix, low-volume, and high-complexity 
production.

Read more about Brainport Industries and their members here.

 

The open supply network of Brainport Industries
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https://www.brainportindustries.com/en/members 


AAE:  
AAE, based in Helmond, Netherlands, is a leading high-tech machine manufacturer since 1976, 
combining innovation with family values. AAE develops and produces advanced solutions across two 
business lines: Production Automation and Advanced Systems, serving industries such as medical, 
automotive, semicon, food & beverage, and life sciences.

Brainport Industries Campus (BIC):  
The epicenter of high-tech manufacturing in the Netherlands, BIC brings together leading companies, 
knowledge institutions, and startups to drive innovation in automation, smart manufacturing, and 
digitalization.

Experience Centre – Factory of the Future:  
A state-of-the-art testing and experimentation facility operated by Brainport Industries. This field lab 
supports a variety of projects in automation, digitalization, artificial intelligence in manufacturing, and other 
advanced technologies, paving the way for the future of smart production.

KMWE:
KMWE is a leading high-tech supplier specializing in precision machining, advanced mechatronic 
systems, and high-mix, low-volume production for sectors such as semiconductors, aerospace, and 
medical technology. With a strong commitment to automation, digitalization, and smart manufacturing, 
KMWE employs cutting-edge technologies to deliver high-quality, complex components and assemblies 
tailored to the specific needs of its customers.

Omron: 
Omron’s advanced production facility in Den Bosch showcases the integration of robotics, vision systems, 
AI, and safety technologies. Learn how Omron optimizes manufacturing processes and ensures high-
quality production.

More to follow.

KATHRINE VISKUM
Network Manager
Email: kvr@teknologisk.dk
Phone: +45 72 20 20 73
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Key visitsKey visits on the trip

Contact
SØREN PETER JOHANSEN
Head of Secretariat
Email: spj@teknologisk.dk
Phone: +45 72 20 28 59

Contact

https://www.aae.tech/
Brainport Industries Campus (BIC):
https://www.brainportindustries.com/en/themes/digitization-technology
http://Omron

